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you never have to walk alone

FINDING THE LIGHT
IN THE DARKNESS

When Tyler Ray Ribich was born he instantly became the
light of our lives. He was extraordinary. He not only lit up
every room, but he lit up people’s hearts by making them
laugh when they needed it most and by sharing his many
artistic talents in countless ways.

The Assistant Principal at Basalt High School called him
“the heart of his class” and he was one of two students in
the senior class elected by his peers to serve as head stu-
dent. A few days after the election and a week before his
17th birthday, we lost Tyler to a drunk driver and every-
thing in our family’s universe went dark.

Like our love for Tyler, our grief over losing him is all encompassing. We have been shattered and gutted, but
thanks to Pathfinders, we have never been alone. Amidst our shock and despair, and with the amazing support
of Beth Mobilian, we created a beautiful celebration of life for Tyler on his birthday. Beth gave us the gift of
being our spiritual guide that day and she truly embodied the voice of our family as we celebrated our beautiful

Tyler.
Allison Daily has been our guardian angel and rock this year. She has been there for

us every step of the way and has helped us to better understand our grief. Most im-
portantly she has supported our connection to Tyler by encouraging us to find
ways in which we can continue to honor and show our love for him. Our hearts will
always have giant holes in them and we will never be the same, but through our
time with Allison she has enabled us to see that Tyler’s light is still shining ever so
brightly. We will be forever grateful to Allison and Pathfinders for supporting us as
we find the courage and strength to honor and share Tyler’s ray of light.

—The Ribich Family
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